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This inspection was carried out under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006  

 

Introduction 
 

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under Sections 49 and 50 of the 
Childcare Act 2006 on the quality and standards of the registered early years 
provision. ‘Early years provision’ refers to provision regulated by Ofsted for children 

from birth to 31 August following their fifth birthday (the early years age group). 
The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the statutory 
framework for children’s learning, development and welfare, known as the Early 
Years Foundation Stage. 
 
The provider must provide a copy of this report to all parents with children at the 
setting where reasonably practicable.  The provider must provide a copy of the 

report to any other person who asks for one, but may charge a fee for this service 
(The Childcare (Inspection) Regulations 2008 regulations 9 and 10). 
 

The setting also makes provision for children older than the early years age group 
which is registered on the voluntary and/or compulsory part(s) of the Childcare 
Register. This report does not include an evaluation of that provision, but a 

comment about compliance with the requirements of the Childcare Register is 
included in Annex B. 
 

Please see our website for more information about each childcare provider. We 
publish inspection reports, conditions of registration and details of complaints we 
receive where we or the provider take action to meet the requirements of 
registration. 

 



Inspection Report: Bow Bears Pre-School, 08/09/2011  

 

 

4 
This inspection was carried out under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006  

 

Description of the setting 
 

   
Bow Bears Pre-school opened in the late 1970s and operates from the village hall 
in the centre of the Devon village  of Bow, near Crediton. Children have access to 

the large main hall and a secure outdoor play area. It is open each weekday during 
term-time, Mondays and Fridays from 9.30am to 12pm, Tuesdays and Thursdays 
from 9.30am to 3.30pm and Wednesdays from 9.30am to 1pm. The pre-school 
operates a parent and toddler group on Wednesday afternoons and occasional play 

schemes in the summer holidays, for children aged from three to eight years.    
    
The pre-school is registered on the Early Years Register and the compulsory and 

voluntary parts of the Childcare register, to care for a maximum of 26 children at 
any one time. There are currently 26 children on roll in the early years age group, 
aged from two-and-a-half to under five years.    

    
There are six members of staff, all of whom hold early years qualifications to at 
least Level 2. Two members of staff have achieved Early Years Professional Status. 

The pre-school is a member of the Pre-school Learning Alliance and provides 
funded early education for three- and four-year-olds.    
    

 
 

The overall effectiveness of the early years provision 
 
Overall the quality of the provision is good. 

 
Children have many opportunities for active learning indoors and outside. The 
spacious and well resourced environment provides children with lots of scope to 
follow their interests. Overall, children are well supported by staff and the detailed 

policies and procedures that underpin the organisation of the pre-school. The 
excellent relationship with parents and carers ensures that children's individual 
needs are met and they make good progress in their learning. The pre-school uses 

self-evaluation effectively to enhance the provision and shows a good capacity to 
maintain continuous improvement. 
 

 

What steps need to be taken to improve provision 

further? 
 

To further improve the early years provision the registered person should: 
 

 review the organisation of the setting to further enhance support for 

children's learning and development and ensure they receive suitable 
challenge throughout the day  

 clarify the wording of the consents for providing or seeking assistance for 

children in the event of an accident or medical emergency.   
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This inspection was carried out under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006  

 

The effectiveness of leadership and management of 
the early years provision 
 
Staff have a high level of understanding of safeguarding children, as they have all 

completed training and two staff have completed advanced training. Robust 
policies and effective recruitment methods, including Criminal Records Bureau 
checks, ensure that staff, looking after children are suitable. The premises are 

secure, doors are alarmed and there are efficient methods in place to ensure 
children are only collected by the appropriate person. Comprehensive risk 
assessments and daily safety checks further enhance children's safety. All staff 

have up- to- date first aid qualifications, and there are effective procedures to 
support children in the event of illness or an accident, however, consent forms lack 
some detail in order to ensure clarity.    
    

Staff have contributed to a very thorough self-assessment of the pre-school and 
use a variety of other methods to reflect on practice, which has resulted in 
improvements to the provision. For example, they carry out peer on peer 

observations and act on recommendations from other professionals. Staff are 
encouraged to continue their professional development and attend regular training 
and updates. The strong ambition by management and staff to continually improve 

the provision, results in good outcomes for children.   
    
The pre-school has an extensive range of equipment and the outdoor area is 

particularly well equipped with a good variety of resources covering the different 
areas of learning. There are many resources which reflect positive images of 
diversity in order to promote children's understanding of differences in society. 

Staffing levels meet required ratios; adults are clear about their roles and overall 
are well deployed to support children's learning. However, at times, due to the 
large size of the hall and the outdoor area, staff are stretched to fully support 
some activities, to ensure children receive maximum benefit.    

    
The exceptionally positive relationship between staff and parents and carers 
enables highly effective two-way communication to support children's welfare and 

learning. Parents and carers have plentiful opportunities to be involved in their 
children's learning and in decision making. Their views are sought through regular 
surveys and significant improvements made. For example, a quiet area was 

introduced, where parents may leave children with a member of staff on arrival, to 
help them settle. A community room is available for parents and carers where they 
are able to access a full range of information about the pre-school, child 

development and other services. A library trolley is provided so they can help 
children choose books to enjoy at home. Parents and carers are invited to take 
part in training with pre-school staff, such as first aid training.    

    
Each child has a key person who works closely with parents and carers to develop 
a good understanding of each child's background and needs. This ensures that 
children's individual needs are met and additional support is sought, when 

necessary, from other agencies. Pre-school staff have good links with local primary 
schools and other providers. They share information about children's play plans 
with other early years settings in order to provide continuity in children's welfare 



Inspection Report: Bow Bears Pre-School, 08/09/2011  

 

 

6 
This inspection was carried out under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006  

 

and learning   
       
 
 

The quality and standards of the early years provision 

and outcomes for children 
 

Children have many opportunities to self-select from a wide range of attractively 
presented activities, which are well-organised to support learning in all areas. They 
have direct access to the outdoors, where they spend much of their time engaging 

in activities in the fresh air. They experiment with sand and water, ride on bikes 
and play musical instruments made of household objects. Children have free 
choice for much of the session, but join with others for stories, focused and group 
activities. They develop their social skills as they help tidy away, learn to resolve 

disputes with other children and respond positively to praise from staff.    
    
Staff skilfully use the 'Listening Bear' to encourage children to develop listening 

skills at story time. Children have lots of opportunities for mark-making using a 
variety of methods, such as 'painting' with water outside. They learn about 
mathematical concepts, such as size, through comparing the size of teddy bears to 

see which is the biggest. Indoors they develop their physical skills through 
activities such as moulding clay or playing on the climbing frame. Children 
thoroughly enjoyed a space project, based on their interests. They turned the role 

play corner into a planet, used a story sack based on a story about a 'Little Moon' 
and dressed up as aliens. Staff are skilled at making learning fun and building on 
children's interests. Children were intrigued to find out what was in the backpack 

for the bear hunt, correctly guessing some of the things they would need, such as 
a map and binoculars. Children decided they wanted to go outdoors to act out the 
story, joining in the actions.   
    

Children receive good support from staff to separate from carers. Picture cards of 
regular activities are provided for those children who are unable to express their 
wishes verbally. Children learn about healthy lifestyles by choosing healthy foods 

at snack time. They made a picture chart showing their favourite foods. Children's 
own comments were added, such as 'I like bananas because they are bananery', 
which promotes their confidence and self-esteem. Children learnt about how they 

keep safe in the pre-school when they took photos of safety measures within the 
pre-school. They learn to feel positive about differences in society by learning 
about other cultures and foods from around the world. Children have many 

opportunities to use technology, for example they independently access computers 
and use tape recorders and cameras.   
    

Staff use observations of the children to draw up individual play plans. They 
capture children's comments and achievements, such as 'I want to play with 
tractors' or when a child counts ten grapes on a cake. The play plans are used to 
plan the focused activities and as a result all children are fully included and make 

good progress. Interest tables reflect the themes the children are learning, such as 
the alphabet and autumn, and enable children to bring things from home. By 
making choices and taking responsibility for their learning they are developing 
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This inspection was carried out under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006  

 

good skills for the future.   
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This inspection was carried out under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006  

 

Annex A: record of inspection judgements 
 
The key inspection judgements and what they mean  
 
Grade 1 is Outstanding: this aspect of the provision is of exceptionally high quality  
Grade 2 is Good: this aspect of the provision is strong  
Grade 3 is Satisfactory: this aspect of the provision is sound  
Grade 4 is Inadequate: this aspect of the provision is not good enough  
 

The overall effectiveness of the early years provision 
How well does the setting meet the needs of the 
children in the Early Years Foundation Stage? 

2 

The capacity of the provision to maintain continuous 
improvement 

2 

 

The effectiveness of leadership and management of the early 
years provision 
The effectiveness of leadership and management of the 

Early Years Foundation Stage 
2 

The effectiveness of leadership and management in embedding 
ambition and driving improvement 

2 

The effectiveness with which the setting deploys resources 2 

The effectiveness with which the setting promotes equality and 
diversity 

2 

The effectiveness of safeguarding 2 
The effectiveness of the setting’s self-evaluation, including the 
steps taken to promote improvement 

2 

The effectiveness of partnerships 2 
The effectiveness of the setting’s engagement with parents and 

carers 

1 

 

The quality of the provision in the Early Years Foundation 
Stage  
The quality of the provision in the Early Years Foundation Stage 2 

 

Outcomes for children in the Early Years Foundation Stage 
Outcomes for children in the Early Years Foundation 

Stage 
2 

The extent to which children achieve and enjoy their learning 2 
The extent to which children feel safe 2 
The extent to which children adopt healthy lifestyles 2 
The extent to which children make a positive contribution 2 
The extent to which children develop skills for the future 2 
 

Any complaints about the inspection or report should be made following the 

procedures set out in the guidance available from Ofsted’s website: 
www.ofsted.gov.uk 
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This inspection was carried out under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006  

 

Annex B: the Childcare Register 
   

The provider confirms that the requirements of the 
compulsory part of the Childcare Register are:  

Met 

   

The provider confirms that the requirements of the 
voluntary part of the Childcare Register are:  

Met 

 


